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NEWS

Dieffenbacher has acquired Metso
Panelboard’s forming, drying, sifting and
handling systems. Eumabois has included
the WMF exhibition in its endorsed events
(p6). The EU is stopping its review of
Chinese plywood duties (p8). With great
sadness, we report the death of Chris van
Riet of the EPF (p9). llegal logging hurts
Indonesian plywood makers (p11). Masisa
and Sonae acquire major holding in
Tafibras of Brazil (p12).

OSB WORLD SURVEY

In the first of WBPI’s series of annual sur-
veys of the world panel industry, Audrey
Dixon of Forestweb lists all the mills in
North America and reports on the turmoil
affecting markets there in 2007.

Then Mike Botting and Richard Higgs
look at the situation in the rest of the
world throughout last year (p22).

FOCUS ON INDONESIA
Mike Botting begins his annual tour of
SE Asia with a report from Evergreen
Group’s latest acquisition.

FOCUS ON MALAYSIA

We visit HeveaBoard’s new particle-
board mill, and its furniture operations,
in West Malaysia. Then we fly to
Sarawak, East Malaysia, to visit Subur
Tiasa and hear about its particleboard
mill and its forestry activities (p32).
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FOCUS ON THAILAND
Panel Plus’ new impregnation line
is up and running. Meanwhile, Siam
Fibreboard is generating its own
power (p36); and Green River's
first-ever panel line is starting
production (p39).

WMF SHOW PREVIEW

The largest woodworking fair in Asia
takes place in Beijing on March 7-10.

SURFACING

Deputy editor and surfacing specialist
Derek Steel gives a flavour of the
ZOW exhibition taking place in Bad
Salzuflen, Germany, in February.

CONFERENCE REPORT

North America correspondent Bill Keil
reports from the annual meeting of
APA-The Engineered Wood Association.

PANEL PERSPECTIVES

First, TAPPI is seeking nominations
for its Hall of Fame ahead of its annu-
al conference. Then Bill Keil reports
from Freres Lumber Co on its innova-
tive power geﬁeration project (p56).

TECHNICALLY SPEAKING

Polish up your chemistry with our
regular columnist Dr Mark Irle.

o0

Conference Report:
APA Annual Meeting

\L": ..... _

a
o

s

ased Panels International

3



SURFACING: ZOW SH
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ZOW - these are now the three letters
inseparable from the international furniture
supply industry since 1995. Now globally
represented, the premier ZOW show will once
again make its annual impact at the Bad
Salzufien Exhibition Centre in Germany,
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oday ZOW is synonymous with a new,

more efficient business meeting and is
well known as a trend-setting platform for
communications through its innovative
‘workshop’ concept.

Strong demand is driving the need to
provide more exhibition space at Bad
Salzuflen. Hall 23.1, which is the ground
floor of Hall 23, will be used for the first
time this year that visitors
will now circulate in a closed loop inside
Halls 20-23.

The south entrance, which is right next
to the new parking lot P2 at the B239
highway, will be modified and there will be
direct access to Hall 20. Including Hall
23.1, the total space available at ZOW has
now increased to 45.000m2.

By consolidating the Architecture
Lounge, the E3S European Solid Surface
Show and M Technology Award
exhibition in close proximity to each
other at ZOW 2008, organiser Survey
GmbH has created a concentrated area
specially to attract architects and trade
visitors. Because E3S is focused on the
commercial sector, placement of the
exhibition next to the Architect’s
Lounge is considered ideal, because the
target group for E3S exhibitors will be
located right next door.

In parallel, the M Technology Award
exhibition will provide an overview of the
top innovative products of the sector. The
competition is open to exhibitors and
non-exhibitors,

Survey has seized the initiative to offer
logistics suppliers the opportunity to also
exhibit at the show. It will be their first
chance to make contact with customers
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from the furniture industry at an estab-
lished trade fair platform.

The organisers will also actively support
ZOW exhibitors if potential cases of prod-
uct piracy are identified. In the run-up to
the show, exhibitors are being notified
about the European law and jurisdiction
concerning intellectual property.

Market researchers say that women
control or influence more than 8
consumer purchases and that purchases by
women total trillions of dollars annually.
In the furniture industry, analysts indicate
that of adults planning to purchase
furniture are women. The woman is the
key in selling home furnishings. She makes
the ultimate buying decision. She ch
the colour, texture, scale, comfort le
furniture finish. She also normally decides
how furniture purchases will be placed in
her home.

With this in mind Decotec Printing
SA called on four renowned women from
different countries with significant
expertise in design to create a collection
of decors for printed decorative paper.
These 12 decors form part of Decotec’s
Woman Power Collection and will be
presented at ZOW.

The designers taking part in this project
are Conchine Terranegra (Jordi Vidal &
Asociados, Valencia, Spain), Sung Sook
Kim (BBCK Studio, Milan, Italy), Athina
Peletidou (COR3 Creative Works,
Thessaloniki, Greece), and Eviete Dacol
(Inove Design, Curitiba, Brazil).

Working on these collections resulted
in an exciting inter-cultural 1CE,
said Decotec.

Wood based product manufacturer
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SURFACING: ZOW SHOW HIGHLIGHTS

Egger will be exhibiting decors under the
tag line “neutrality and vitality”.
Numerous new decors will be shown which
are said to breath life into designs either
alone or in combination with other Wood,
Uni or Fantasy decors.

One of the most striking things with
the Uni colours is the use of mother-of-
pearl, which gives a greater impression of
depth and brilliance, creating a very high-
quality appearance, says Egger.

DTS-Systemoberflichen GmbH has
been processing decor papers using the
electron beam process for more than 10
years and is considered one of the
market leaders in the production of
this material, sold under the brand
name ‘Elesgo’.

The product, which will be shown at
ZOW, is supplied in rolls and depending
on the quality required can be processed
on all conventional coating lines with vari-

ous glue systems.

Elesgo surfaces are mainly employed in
laminate flooring, wall and ceiling panels,
furniture surfaces, interior doors and door
frames and kitchen worktops.

Wilhelm Taubert, owner and managing
director of DTS, has been engaged in the
innovative technology of electron beam
cross-linkage since the 1970s and is a
recognised expert in the field of clectron
beam curing of acrylate resins.

One special feature of the patented
DTS method is that the papers used are
first impregnated with acrylate and
polyester resins in the company’s own
impregnating lines.

According to Decorative Panels Ltd’s
design chief Julian Tatham there is a trend
towards darker, richer foils — and, he says,
many will be shown at ZOW.

But lighter foils, he says, still remain
populat in some sectors, particularly in

civic, commercial and corporate environ-
ments, as well as for limited spaces like
boats and caravans. But the trend towards
the richer tones of traditional dark woods,
like walnut and oak, in the consumer
home environment looks strong for 2008.

Exotic new fruit woodgrains like plum
bring subtle cuts and effects to decors —
Wallis Plus is one of Decorative Panels’
latest foil introductions. And new tech-
nologies, such as laser engraving of print-
ing cylinders, is taking quality and detail in
printing and reproduction to another
plateau, says Mr Tatham.

Powder coating on metallic substrates
has shown a tremendous growth in the last
40 years. On substrates which are sensitive
to thermal impacts, like MDF, the tech-
nique is about 10 years old and it has only
been two years since the industry seriously
focused on this new innovative technology
for surfacing panels.







