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High-Gloss Laminates:

Reflecting

Technology

In an exclusive interview, Ralf Michael Gerigk, Plant and Sales
Manager, DTS Germany, shares his views on the rise of high-gloss
laminates. By Michael Tham

ith technological advances in
performance and production,
high-gloss laminates are
moving in to meet growing demand for
aesthetics and durability in flooring and
furniture. Ralf Michael Gerigk explains
how the patented electron beam curing
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(EBC) method helps to achieve this.

DTS is a German producer of decorative
surfaces for various applications, mainly
for the furniture and flooring industry.
lts Elesgo brand of laminate surfaces
offers high scratch resistance and is
formaldehyde free.

Q: What do you see are the trends
for high-gloss laminates in the next
12 months?

| believe that the demand for high-gloss
laminates will continue to rise, and may
even reach 40 percent of the market. One
of the reasons is because the technology
has improved by leaps and bounds. In
the past, high-gloss products were not
able to maintain their appearance, as they
would scratch easily and lose aesthetic
value. Most manufacturers stayed with
the lacquer alternative.

The problem with lacquer however,
is that it is extremely difficult to maintain
the consistency of colour throughout
the entire batch of production. It is an
even greater challenge to replicate the
same colour again six months later.
Also, the production process demands
clean room conditions — incurring high
production costs.

As a classic example, furniture
makers had a hard time trying to
reproduce the showroom item that
caught their customers’ attention in
the first place. Of course, it isn't as
problematic if the product is targeted
at the consumer market — one sold
to Mr Lim, and another to Ms Lee. In
commercial projects, where consistency
in appearance is vital however, the issue
becomes problematic.

With advances in technology, most
laminates today are able to resolve the
problem of colour and quality stability.

At DTS, we mix the colours in-
house to ensure colour stability. Our
customers are assured that they
will get the exact same colour from
production-to-production.

Q: How are Elesgo laminates
different from other products on the
market?

Most laminates on the market are
made from melamine, manufactured and
cured by applying pressure and heat.
Our product is 100 percent melamine-










